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From the Donaldson
home page, click on
“Industrial Hydraulics”
to find filters specs,
cross-reference info
(updated weekly!), and
practical guidance on
choosing the right filter.

LOW

HIGH Failure would cause severe
damage to equipment, danger
to personnel ..........................................3
Failure likely to cause hazards..............1
Some hydraulic component
test rigs..................................................0

LOW

HIGH

LOW

HIGH

Steel mill, plastic injection ..................5
High volume production plant ..............3
Mobile installations ..............................2
Equipment not critical to
production..............................................1

LOW

HIGH

Large piston pumps, high
torque motors ........................................5
Cylinders, servo valves,
piston pumps ........................................3
Valves, subplate industrial....................2
Manual valves, gear pumps..................1

HOSTILE

OPTIMAL

Hi-performance servo valves ................8
Industrial servo valves ..........................6
Piston pumps, proportional
valves ....................................................4
Vane pumps, spool valves ....................3
Gear pumps, manual &
industrial valves ....................................2

Safety Liabilities

Economic Liabilities (Operational)
The cost of downtime

Economic Liabilities (Components)
The cost of component replacement

Component Sensitivity
Sensitivity of components to contamination

Environment

Clean areas & labs................................0
General machine shops, lifts ................1
Mobile plants ........................................2
Foundries, drilling, mining
underground, die cast shops ................3

1

Find this form on our website
at www.donaldson.com

ENVIRONMENT ....................................

COMPONENT SENSITIVITY..................

COMPONENT LIABILITIES....................

OPERATIONAL LIABILITIES ..................

SAFETY LIABILITIES ............................

PRESSURE ............................................

LIFE EXPECTANCY ................................

Your Total Score:

0-70 bar 1 3 3 4
1-1000 psi
70-150 bar 1 3 4 5
1000-2200 psi
150-250 bar 2 3 4 6
2200-3600 psi
250-350 bar 3 5 6 7
3600-5000 psi
350+ bar 4 6 7 8
5000+ psi

Pressure LIGHT MED HEAVY SEVERE

SEVERE

LIGHT Continuous operation at rated pressure
or lower

Medium pressure changes up to
rated pressure

Zero to full pressure, cyclic flow

Zero to full pressure with transients
at high frequency 

Pressure
Operating & Duty Cycle

LOW

HIGH 0-1000 hours ..............................................0
1000-5000 hours ........................................1
5000-10000 hours ......................................2
10000-20000 hours ....................................3
20000+ hours..............................................5

Life Expectancy
Service life required for components

M
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If Your Donaldson
Score is: Advises:

22+ ............................#1 Media
17+ ............................#2 Media
15+ ............................#2½ Media
10+ ............................#9 Media

9+ ............................#20 Media

3

STEP 3: Using the filter media
table at bottom of page, find 
the suggested Donaldson media
number for your application.

STEP 2: Add the numbers
from each category to get
your TOTAL score.

STEP 1: Using the form
below, circle the number
in each category that best
describes your hydraulic
application.

Guide to Selecting the Right Filter Media

• Find cross-reference part numbers
• View filter specifications
• View/print brochures in PDF format
• Locate a distributor in your area
• Find us at upcoming trade shows
• Read the latest company & product news
• Request information
• Authorized Distributors have access to Donaldson DYNAMIC®,

our web-based order tracking and management system!

www.donaldson.com
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Log On!
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